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Abstract; Objective To provide scientific evidence for taking the intervening measure on birth defects through an-
alyzing KAP on birth defects and prepotency among the reproductive women in Hengyang City.  Method Taking inverto-
ry survery methods,from January to July 2012, four communities in Hengyang city and 2 villages respectively in Hengnan
county and Hengyang county were selected by stratifying sampling,and 50 ~ 70 reproductive women ,who were 18 ~45 year-
old and inhabited over 5 years, were surveyed. ~Result  In this survey,out of 490 questionnaires, there was 479 valid
questionnaires ,and the response rate was 98.0% . The correct rate for birth defects knowledge is 18.79% ~ 94.99% for
women of childbearing age in Hengyang City,and the average correct rate is 47.41% . Childbearing age and culture degree
of women have a statistically significant effect on birth defects knowledge. The recognition rate of childbearing age women for
the specific service programme of preventing birth defects is more than 60% . Cultural degree and urban or rural area have
statistically signifcant difference on the recognition rate (P <0.05) ;the proportion of receiving premartial exam and partici-
pating in studying engenics knowledge is 44. 12% and 25. 16% respectively. ~ Conclusion The level of mastering the

birth defects knowledge in childbearing women of HengYang is relatively low. The proportion of receiving premarital exam
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and participating in studying eugenics knowledge is comparatively low. The recognition rate for the specific service pro-

gramme of preventing birth defects is comparatively high. The knowledge level and exam for birth defects should be strength-

ened in childbearing women especially those with low culture degree and rural women.
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