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A Socialist Perspective on Artificial Intelligence as “ General Condition of Production”

LI Shuai, LI Fang
(Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Artificial intelligence, as an advanced form of the means of production, has a significant impact on the advancement
of socialism and the realization of the ambitious goals of a communist society. In contrast to the “infrastructure” in the Marxist perspec-
tive, Al may become the “general condition of production” in Marx’s words. Adhering to the dialectical thinking of Marxism, the arti-
cle examines the possibility of Al becoming a general condition of production from the level of the dialectical relationship between pro-
ductive forces and relations of production, and analyzes the many social issues arising from the popularization and application of Al in
the fields of production, life, and consumption, which is helpful for rationally exploring the impact of Al as a general condition of pro-
duction. This kind of research helps to rationally explore the rational use of Al as a “general condition of production” in the process of
socialist development, clarify the nature of Al at the theoretical level, and help to build a new model of Al development oriented to so-
cialism.

Key words: general condition of production; Al capitalism; Marxist political economy; socialism
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