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On the Influence of Ideographic Chinese Characters in the Preservation and
Inheritance of Cultural Memory

ZHANG Dongzan
( China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037 , China)

Abstract: As an ideographic system of characters, Chinese characters have always maintained the connection with the early Chi-
nese language, and have not gone the way of cross-language development, which is closely related to the thinking characteristics of Chi-
nese philosophy, attaching importance to perceptual intuition and integrity. Chinese characters, bearing rich cultural information, have
a long history but influence people’s daily life, and gradually develop into the historical memory of the nation. As a social cohesive
structure, Chinese characters construct a cultural information space through the information carried by their forms. In such cultural
space, people share the symbolic meaning system and accept the influence of the convergent behavior pattern, so as to realize the mod-
ernization of cultural memory, which is of great significance to enhance the cultural identity of the Chinese nation and enhance the na-
tional cohesion.

Key words: Chinese characters; to express one’s meaning; cultural memory; cohesive structure
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