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From “Discard Confucianism to Buddhism” to “Discard Buddhism to Confucianism”

Qu Dajun’s unique life of the diehard

ZHONG Xin-guo

( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: Qu Dajun was the diehard of Ming Dynasty, who was living in the turbulent society between the Ming Dynasty and

Qing Dynasty. He discarded Confucianism to Buddhism, and then discarded Buddhism to Confucianism. He became one of the repre-

sentatives of diehards who resist Buddhism, interpreted a unique literati’ life in troubled times. At first he was forced to be a monk be-

cause his farther instructed him not to work for Qing government and Manzu’ s cutting hairs order. Later, he discarded Buddhism to

Confucianism because he had to look after his mother and regarded Confucianism superior to Buddhism. He criticized “loyalty Bud-

dhism” , further proposed and adopted some radical reform to resist Buddhism. Interestingly, before his death, Qu Dajun discarded

Buddhism to Confucianism, while people didn’t allow him into Confucianism after his death, which constituted a strange diehard’ s life
at particular period. In it, we can find the bumpy and miserable fate of the diehards.
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