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The Imperial Eugenics in Tobacco Road

WANG Ting-ting

( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Tobacco Road was written during the climax of eugenics movement, and it described the poor life of southern yeomen

through the perspective of eugenics. The book attributed the malformed, feeble-minded and degraded white trash problem to the inferior

gene, and therefore not only covers the problems like economic exploitation, inequality and otherization suffered by the poor southern

yeomen, but also glosses up the regional disparity, cultural oppression and compulsory sterilization in the empire’s ruling. Hence eu-

genics becomes part of imperial discourses and strengthens the imperial ideology and ruling.
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