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Zeng Jize’s Mental Course Before Arriving Tsarist Russia and the Negotiation Measures
Between Late Qing Dynasty and Tsarist Russia

LIU Zhi-jing, YI Ji-min
(Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)
Abstract; From 1880 to 1881, the Ili negotiation between China and Tsarist Russia was the summit of Zeng Jize’s diplomatic ca-
reer. The psychological change that led to the change of diplomatic envoys from timid to firm negotiation with Tsarist Russia was the re-
sult of many factors. First of all, Zeng Jize had a basic understanding of Russia’s insidious nature and the seriousness of “Treaty of ri-
vajia” ; second, compared with the broad warning given by the General Administration before Chong Hou arriving Tsarist Russia, Zeng
Jize received the specific plan of the General Administration for negotiation before arriving Tsarist Russia; third, the Qing government’s
“Leniency” of the Chong Hou’s crime, not only eased the tension between China and Tsarist Russia to a certain extent, but also re-
lieved Zeng Jize’s anxiety and fear of negotiating with Tsarist Russia. At the same time of this psychological transformation, the negotia-
tion measures between China and Tsarist Russia gradually took shape, which are embodied in the following aspects: establishing the ne-
gotiation strategy of “attaching importance to the border but neglecting the business” ; making a rational response to the arrangement of
personnel and rank of diplomatic envoys of Russia made by the General Administration; actively preparing for the war while advocating
the peace talks. The psychological evolution of Zeng Jize before visiting Tsarist Russia and the establishment of the negotiation measures
between China and Tsarist Russia lay a solid foundation for the post Russia negotiation. The experience and lessons can be used for ref-
erence in contemporary China’s Diplomacy.
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