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The Nuclear Security Situation and Moral Option of Nuclear Deterrence

LIU Li-le
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The strategic option of nuclear deterrence by nuclear states can affect the nuclear security situation. It is urgent for
Human to rethink on how to choose the nuclear deterrence policy and its behavior, to promote the strategic option of nuclear deterrence
to the moral option. The moral option of nuclear deterrence is conducive to stopping nuclear blackmail and nuclear war, thus maintai-
ning a stable order in the complex international community and maintaining a community of shared future for mankind. The options of
nuclear deterrence by different nuclear states represent different moral levels. China’s “minimum nuclear deterrence” contains rich eth-
ical implications and represents the highest practical rationality of Human towards nuclear weapons. “Minimum nuclear deterrence” im-
plies the greatest reduction of willfulness, the greatest restraint on behavior, and the greatest effort on self-denial. Under the premise
that nuclear weapons cannot be completely eliminated, building a more just and reasonable order of nuclear security is what the nuclear-
weapon states should do. Countries need to build a healthy, reasonable, fair and just nuclear security order from the perspectives of re-
sponsibility ethics, institutional ethics and communication ethics.
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