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A Construction Grammar Approach to the Essential Attributes of Chinese De Construction

TANG Yi-ping, WU Rang-ke
(School of Foreign Languages, Southern Medical University, Guangzhou 510515, China)

Abstract: The paper tries to probe into the main attributes of Chinese ‘ Degree De construction’ with perfectives as its predi-

cate, ‘Degree De construction’ with imperfectives and adjectives as its predicate and ‘ De construction indicating possibility’ under

the framework of the Construction Grammar and further tries to explore the essential attributes of the entire Chinese De construction. Af-

ter the analysis, it finds that Chinese De construction is a coherent category of functions with the dominant attributes “some degree and

some result” with four instantiations, that is, Cause-Effect De construction, ‘ Degree De construction’ with perfectives as its

predicate, ‘Degree De construction’ with imperfectives and adjectives as its predicate and ‘ De construction indicating possibility’ .

Each of them only displays only one or some of the dominant attributes. Each of them has a non-substitutable function and they work to-

gether to accomplish our communicative needs.

Key words: Chinese De construction;

construction grammar;
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