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“Zai” Moving Events and Time Attributes Highlight in Morden Chinese

ZHANG Dong-zan
( China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037 , China)
Abstract: In ancient Chinese, “zai” is often expressed as a moving verb, including the semantic elements of the moving verb.
With the development of its grammaticalization, the semantic framework of the verb has been retained, which has become an important
factor for its transformation into time adverb. In the process of movement, the spatial gap between the subject of movement and the tar-
get of movement is projected into the time domain, so that “zai” can display different grammatical functions.
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