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An Ecological Interpretation on Walden

ZHANG Qin
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510545 ,China)

Abstract: Since the 1960s, in the wake of the worsening global environment and the rapid development of the environmental
movement, a wave of researches had been set off in America on Thoreau’ s natural thoughts, which activated the “Green Thoreau” im-
age. Thoreau was regarded as the most excellent and influential author as well as the pioneer of environmentalism. Thoreau prior to a
century chose to draw close to the Walden Pond on the American Independence Day, encouraging people to go into nature and make di-
rect dialogues with nature, as to seek its mystic ecstasy and sublime inspiration. Based upon the theory of eco-criticism, while giving
an interpretation to Walden — the “Green Bible” Thoreau left to the world, through the observation on natural, social and spiritual e-
cologies, this article serves as a guide for people to look for a homeland where humans and nature coexist in harmony.

Key words: Thoreau; Walden; natural ecological outlook; social ecology; spiritual ecology



