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Wordsworth’s View on the Relationship Between Society and Environment and Its Origin

TU Hui-qin
(Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Wordsworth’s view on the relationship between society and environment is based on his understanding of the mutual
influence and relations between natural environment and human activities. In light of nature endowing man with happiness and guidance
to human nature and man showing his reverence for life to nature, that is, the impact of natural environment on man’s feelings, charac-
ter, morality, life, work and so on, and man’s reverence for and conforming to natural environment, Wordsworth expresses his view on
the relationship between society and environment, namely, a harmonious co-existence between man and nature. His view is influenced
by Montesquieu’s Environmental Determinism and lays a foundation for Possibilism and Harmony Theory in the 20" century. It origi-
nates from then social environment, the idea of ecological protection in Hebrew culture and the poet’s unique understanding of natural
environment.

Key words: Wordsworth; view on the relationship between society and environment; harmonious co-existence; origin



