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To Break the Old Fences and Move towards a New Era
——A research on Chinese literary theory in 2017

LIU Zhi-bing
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract: In 2017, Chinese literary theory was moving towards a new era, through breaking the old and establishing the new.
This process can be described in 4 ways: (1) to make a clear judgment on the binary opposition between China and the West, and de-
velop theories and cultures in dialogue, play a prelude to the new era of Chinese literary theory; (2) to put forward public hermeneu-
tics after breaking the shackles of imposed interpretation and theory centralism, make a new step towards constructing Chinese literary
theory; (3) to carry on and promote traditional aesthetic spirit, or to discover and utilize traditional literary theory, make Chinese liter-
ary theory find its origin; (4) to examine literature in social and cultural theoretical perspectives, make Chinese literary theory take
root in an open academic context. Guided by the Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, we should believe in
the standard value of contemporary Chinese culture, the origin value of traditional Chinese culture, and the dialogue value of foreign
cultures, and Chinese literary theory should be constructed in open and plural ways in the new era.

01Key words: Chinese literary theory; binary opposition between China and the West; dialogue; public hermeneutics; a

new era



