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Reconsidering Risk Communication and Governance in NIMBY Dilemma .
Discussions Based on Nuclear Power
DENG Li-feng, WANG Da-peng
(Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 51006, China)
Abstract; Currently how to gain social license and approval by public opinion is the main obstacle in nuclear power plant siting.

The author argues that to crack this problem, it needs to act on both macro level and micro level. On the micro level, economic incen-
tives to potential risk bearers, effective risk communication and consensus deliberation with differentially segmented stakeholders which
were proved effective in mitigating NIMBY conflicts need to be continued and refined. However, it is more urgent to act on the macro
level to mitigate conflict through sound institutions, such as to regain social trust by institutionalizing distrust, to bring those institution-
al arrangements into practice such as Public Participation in Environmental Impacts Evaluation, to break down the structural constrains
in institutions innovation, and to reform the deliberative governance and political process. With all these efforts on the macro or institu-
tional level, it’s promising to adjust to and even control technological uncertainty through the institutional certainty.

Key words: NIMBY dilemma; risk communication; deliberative governance

social distrust;  nuclear power;



