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Richard Hoggart’s Culture Critique

———The feeling male body

ZHAO Bing
( China Foreign Affairs University , Beijing 102206, China )

Body features an important metaphor in Richard Hoggart’s The Uses of Literacy: Aspects of Working-class Life, one of

the three founding texts of British Cultural Studies. This metaphor maps the cultural situation in post-war Britain, especially the erosion

of traditional working class culture by mass culture and such resistance against it as is demonstrated by the feeling male body of the

Scholarship Boy. The feeling male body, as the combination of older body forms, goes beyond the female body sexualized by mass culture

and the emotionless , asexualized Mother’s body , functioning both as the symptom of the culturally bruised society and its antidote.
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