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Literary Approaches to Old Age and Aging
Literary gerontology and aging trauma
DENG Tian-zhong
( Hangzhou Normal University ,Hangzhou 311121, China)
Abstract: With the accelerated pace of global aging, literary gerontology has come to the fore to address the subject of aging in a

systematic way,coping with aging mechanism, criticism, trying to come up with measures to enhance care for the elders, especially the
meaning of life in old age.This study starts with a brief review of what literary gerontology has achieved so far,with a discussion on its
biased feminist orientations,lack of theoretical and disciplinary construction. After a brief analysis on the contemporary literary descrip-
tions of the relationship between aging and death,incontinence , infantalization, and the costs of old age, it argues that the elderly have
been largely treated as passive objects,and that aging salvation lies in the active quest for the meaning of quality life at a lower cost.
Key words: age study; will to meaning
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