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Approaching the Past. Narrative Desire in Byatt’ s Possession

JIANG Xian-ping
( Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract; In Possession, A.S. Byatt exhibits the desire to give us a postmodern novel in Victorian setting. The author creates a
coherent narrative in Possession, demonstrating a yearning to recapture what she perceives as the vitality and contingent assuredness of
the Victorian period. In the ordering of her own narratives, Byatt reveals her need to control the past. The juxtaposed plots allow for the
maintenance of her narrative desire. Besides, the novel plays constantly with the tensions between an awareness of the basic uncertainty
and a continued assertion that one can know. Byatt displays the greatest degree of confidence in narrative’ s capacity to reassemble the
past, and demonstrates faith in the writer’ s ability to employ historical events in a coherent narrative.

Key words: A.S. Byatt; Possession; Victorian age; narrative desire



