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The Initiation and Development of Chinese Local Novel

GU Xian-ming

(Hunan University of Science and Engineering , Yongzhou 425199 , China)

Abstract .

The writing about Local has always been a basic motif in literature. The development and evolvement of Chinese local

novel has roughly undergone three stages since 1920s. The 1st stage starts from May 4th Movement to 1930s. In this period with the e-

licitation of Lu Xun’s thought of Remolding Chinese National Character, China’s first school of novel——the Local Novel School emerged.

The 2nd stage starting from 1940s to the mid—late 1970s was the modulation phase of local novel. During this phase, owing to the

standardization of Yan’an Speech, the local novel in liberated areas after the establishment of PRC gradually followed the road of Coun-

tryside Theme Novel. The 3rd stage starting from the late 1970s to the beginning of the new century was the transformation period of lo-

cal novel. Local novel in this phase extricated the political chains on literature,

demonstrated a trend of diversified development in the new century.

Key words: modernity; local novel; initiation;

modulation ;

returned to the aesthetic aims of local literature and

transformation



