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“Enlightenment of Knowledge” and “ Cultivation of Virtue”

——The inherent logic and core value in evolution of the Chinese traditional ideology and culture

LING Jun-wei

(' University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)
Abstract: The study of Chinese traditional ideology and culture in two main schools of Confucianism and Taoism reveals that
“knowledge” and “virtue” are two core concepts of Chinese traditional ideology and culture. “Enlightenment of knowledge” and “culti-
vation of virtue” run through the whole process of evolution of Chinese civilization; “Enlightenment of knowledge” focuses on the cogni-
tion of the objective world, while “cultivation of virtue” focuses on the improvement of the subjective world; The inner cognitive logic
of thinking about the organic fusion of the subjective world and objective world, combined with the behavior logic of social practice fo-
cusing equally on “enlightenment of knowledge” and “cultivation of virtue” , is the characteristics and prominent advantage of the Chi-
nese traditional ideology and culture. It has the important practical significance to integrate the Chinese traditional culture gene of pay-
ing equal attention to “respecting truth” and “valuing virtue” into the socialist core values.
“enlightenment of knowledge”;  “ cultivation of virtue”; internal logic;

Key words: Chinese traditional culture;

core values



