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“The Docile Body”

LIU Hui
(Ocean University of China,Qingdao 266100, China )

Abstract .

Interpreting the Females’ Power Wrestling in The Handmaid’ s Tale

The flower imagery in The Handmaid’ s Tale may well interpret the struggle between the handmaid and the Aunt, the

Wife. This paper, in the enlightenment of Michel Foucault’s theory of power, reveals how the Aunt and the Wife help to exercise the

power in Gilead by disciplining and surveilling the handmaid. Tt analyzes how the handmaid, the “docile body” in the carceral of

Gilead, later fight for the subject status.

Key words: flower imagery; disciplining;

docile body;

subject status



