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The Essence of the Family and its Historical Evolution

ZHANG Hong-yan,ZHOU Xiao-yang
(University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract .

The family is a dynamic concept, which is the most basic and important human social organization. The profundity of

its essence lies in five aspects, namely, the family is a form of social organization related by blood or marriage, the most basic unit of

life, the most basic form of social organization, a community of life restrained by a particular morality and law and the organism’s cells

of society. The family develops along with the development of productive forces, and it has experienced a historical evolution process

from group marriage to the dual system of marriage, and finally to individual marriage system ( monogamy) in the civilization era. An in

— depth discussion of this historical evolution process has important enlightenment for the current family development of our contry.
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