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Separate Annotation on Wang Yangming’s Theories of GeWu and Zhizhi
Centering on the book of { ChuanXilLu}

LIU Rong
( Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072 , China)

Abstract: On the basis of his own life experience, Wang Yangming embraced a revolutionary explanation on “GeWuZhiZhi” ,
which was not only a breakthrough in the philosophical framework of Zhuxi and Chengyi, but also widened and deepened the philosophi-
cal thread of XinXue. In comparison to Zhuxi, Wang Yangming had four features in the interpretation of “GeWuZhiZhi” ; (1) narrow
the interpretation of Wu from objective and physical things and human ethical acts into human ethical acts; (2) investigating the princi-
ples (Qiongli)is confined to experience the utmost principle Tianli or Liangzhi; (3) Zhizhi therefore is a kind of act of getting rid of
selfish desires and revealing the utmost principle ; (4) channel Xin (‘heart-mind) and Wu ( things ) , Xin and Li. Eventually, Wang
Yangming and Zhuzi went their separate ways, but the former thereafter announced his own theoretical characteristics and became the
most successful achiever of Xinxue.

Key words: Gewu; Zhizhi; separate annotation; (ChuanXilu); Wang Yangming; Zhuzi



