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Abstract

nese there are many existential verbs which violate this hypothesis.

In the framework of generative grammar, it is believed that existential verbs are accusatives. But in English and Chi-

This paper firstly reviews four kinds of theoretical explanation for

this language phenomenon and then offers a new account for it according to lexical mapping and structure coercion theory. It is argued

that all the verbs in the lexicon has language universal feature, only in some special structure can they show some individual feature,

such as transitive feature, unaccusative feature, etc. Besides, it puts forward that existential constructional stative coercion is the base

on which those verbs appearing to be “transitive”

Key words: existential verbs;

accusativily ;

and “unergative”

linguistic universalism;

verbs are derived into accusative verbs in existential saructure.

constructional coercion





