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The Posthuman Suffering in the Context of Techno-science
——A technological reading of The Changing Planes by Ursula Le Guin

CHENG Jing
( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: In a Swiftian artistic imagination, Ursula Le Guin’s The Changing Planes fabricates two stories about the extreme pros-
thesis through the generic engineering, and represents “the technological bodies” in contemporary techno-scientific context. Through
the tragedy of genetic modification, the stories demonsirate that genetic technology may subvert “the essence of man” and cause the ir-
reparable post-human suffering when it is used to reach man’s intelligent and cognitive breakthrough. This essay traces the criticism of
posthuman ideology of technology, points out that the novel warns against the unbounded merger of mankind and the non-human lives
for the purpose of extending bodily potentials by using genetic techniques, and emphasizes the human spirituality as a counter-balance
for the technological disasters.

Key words: techno-science context; the prosthesis; post-humanism; human spirituality





