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Perceptive Totality and Reflective Totality

An inter-textual study of McLuhan, Heidegger and Vico

JIN Hui-min
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract ;

McLuhan is now widely regarded as a key to open the secrets of the media society. This key is the perspective of per-

ception concerning media technology. Dealing with McLuhan’s reference to Heidegger and his interpretation of Heidegger in the context

of Vico’s theory of “ricorsi”,

this article is intended to expose how McLuhan employs the perceptive perspective that aims at a totality.

In its discussion of Vico’s conception “ricorsi”, a distinction is made sharply between perceptive totality and reflective totality. What

McLuhan looks for desperately is the former but not the latter, and in this sense, McLuhan’s value-orientation is humanism, but which

is updated by electronic media.

Key words: McLuhan; Heidegger; Vico;

perceptive totality;

reflective totality





