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The Historical Shift of East-West Dialogue of Thoughts
DING Zi-jiang
( California State Polytechnic University ,Pomona)
Abstract: In the history of the world, both material and spiritual civilizations have developed as a result of the continuously mu-

tual impact and fusion of the eastern and western thinking. The various forms of the positive energy of human spiritual civilization have

been able to interact, coexist and develop in the thought “dialogue”.

Any research in the fields of science and humanities can rise to

the summit of thoughts. In a broad sense, all human interaction and communication are dialogues. Since the beginning of the 21st cen-

tury, the East-West ideological dialogue has reached a historical turning point. The value philosophy and the various demands of macro-

economic conditions triggered by the global social transformation, change, conflict and the human catastrophes have their impacts on
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the eastern and western ideas. The western “Orientalism” and eastern “Occidentalism” have also experienced some crises and challen-
ges. Consequently neither of them can have the fully monistic position of monopoly.

With the broadened new horizon, the researchers of East-West thoughts should adopt the critically diverse and constructive ideas to
create multi-dimensional , mulit-layered, multi-referenced research methods and models, and simultaneously make the theoretical inves-
tigation from the perspectives of interdisciplinary and cross-cultural methods in the context of globalization. And thus we can make the
fusion of western, eastern and non-western ideas possible, and share the pluralism, constructionism, creativity, proactivity and critical
quality in worldly ideas. By making the macro-leveled thinking investigation, we can help rebuild an internationalized vision of thoughts
with unity, tolerance and interactivity. However, currently China’s rise in overall power brings itself to forfront of the conflicts of East-
West civilization conflicts. Since the 17th century, there have been two thinking tendencies concerning the attitudes toward Chinese:
Sinophilia and Sinophobia, which is interpreted as two outlooks concerning China in the new world order. Taking the new historical pe-
riod into account, this paper tries to explore how the East-West dialogue of thought leads to the development of a pluralistic society, and
how the dilemmas , crises and challenges produced from the east-west ideological dialogue bring out more academic renaissance and op-
portunities.

Key words: East-West dialogue; Cross-cultural studies; Sinophilia;  Sinophobia; multiculturalism; linguistic incom-

mensurability;  cultural aphasia
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