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A Symptomatic Reading to Socratic Method

JI Zhi-qiang
( Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract .

Socratic Elenchus is famous as an art of midwifery. Nevertheless, if we read the texts symptomatically, we will find

that this method has many contents which are different from his mother’ s art of midwifery, and doesn’t help the interlocutors deliver

thought. This stems from that Socrates was deeply influenced by the sophists. So, his dialogues have strong skeptical sprite and in some

degree sophistical mode which the sophists were adept at. Socrates discussed mainly about moral problems, and quested the universal

definitions of the virtue and characters related. But Socrates hadn’ t triumphantly arrived at the absolute definitions that fit for all of the

individuals from experience. So, the subsequent philosophers all tried to extricate their theories from the inner problem of Socratic

method.

Key words: Socrates; midwifery; experience;

metaphysical





