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The Structures of Ideographic Chinese Characters and Image Schema Thoughts

ZHOU Yun-hui
( Fyjian Normal University , Fuzhou 350007 , China)

Abstract: The paper explores the relationship between the structures of Chinese characters and image schema thoughts. The ide-
ographic Chinese characters with image schema structures can be divided into two categories; (D The structures of the Chinese charac-
ters in this category directly imitate the image schemata in the mind of the character creators, and in that way express the ideas of
things’ relationships and dynamic patterns. @The structures of the Chinese characters in this category reflect the images in the mind of
the character creators, which contain the corresponding image schemata. The image schemata in the structure images are determinant in
what meanings are conveyed by the characters, and the ideographic Chinese characters whose structures embody the same image schema
express identical or similar meanings. Chinese characters are the products of Chinese ancestors’ cognition, and the research on image
schemata reflected in Chinese characters’ structures contributes to understanding the cognitive patterns of Chinese ancestors, and further
helps understand the motivations and principles in Chinese characters.

Key words: Chinese characters; image; image schema; metaphor





