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God sighed and complained, “Why does my serv-
ant wander to seek me, forsaking me?”
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She goes back home with the full pitcher poised
on her head, the shining brass pot in her left hand,
holding the child with her right — she the tiny servant of
her mother, grave with the weight of the household

cares.
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I was one among many women busy with the ob-
scure daily tasks of the household.
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I know well he will not glance up once at my win-
dow; I know he will pass out of my sight in the twin-
kling of an eye; only the vanishing strain of the flute
will come sobbing to me from afar.
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I know well he did not pick up my chain; I know
it was crushed under his wheels leaving a red stain up-
on the dust, and no one knows what my gift was nor for
him.
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Why did the lamp go out?

I shaded it with my cloak to save it from the wind,
that is why the lamp went out.
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Why did the stream dry up?

I put a dam across it to have it for my use, that is
why the stream dried up.
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On Bingxin’s Feminist Translation Thoughts Based on the Gardener

CAO Wen-wen

(Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128 , China)

Abstract .

As a perspective of feminist translators, Bingxin is outstanding in literature translating. Being influenced by the de-

velopment of translation theory and practice both at abroad and home, she has her own views on translation. Summarizing Bingxin’ s

feminist translation thoughts by her Chinese version of the Gardener helps the readers understand Bingxin’ s works better.
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