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Cognitive Differentiation of GAO REN and GAO SHOU
WANG Dong-shan
( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)
Abstract: This paper, starting from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, explores deeply into the derivation processes of the

same meaning of expert and master shared by GAO REN and GAO SHOU with metaphor and metonymy theory. The meaning of expert

and master is a direct derivation of GAO REN through metaphorical mechanism, in which the connotation of the spatial dimension GAO

in the source domain is mapped onto “skilled, beyond the general level of skills” in the target domain. Whereas, the same meaning

shared by GAO SHOU derives by means of two mechanisms: metonymical mechanism and metaphorical mechanism. In the first mecha-

nism, SHOU/hand stands for REN/the man, and in the second, the meaning of “skilled, beyond the general level of skills” is de-

rived.
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