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Similarity of Humanism on Babbit and Gu Hongming

XIE Jing
( Hunan Women’s College, Changsha 410004 ,China )

Abstract ;

Irving Babbitt and Gu Hongming are famous thinkers in modern West and China. Although living in the world of mod-

ern material civilization about 100 years before , they are the humanist representatives advocating classical tradition in the guise of con-

servativism. This paper demonstrates their similarities in thoughts from background, theoretical origins and important ideas, pointing

out that both of them had reflection on the modern western civilization, faithfully followed the British cultural philosopher, Matthew Ar-

nold, and strongly praised Chinese Confucian thought. As reflection and humanism have certain positive significance, this paper intends

to provoke further research.
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