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A Cognitive Analysis to Polysemy of Phrasal Verbs

Taking “go up” for example

LI Jin-qgiong
(' Hunan Institute of Science and Technology, Yueyang 414000, China)

Abstract: Phrasal verbs have complex structures and rich meanings; therefore, it has become a difficult phenomenon for learn-
ers to master their polysemy. However, their multi-meanings obey our cognitive rules. The polysemy of phrasal verbs results from the
polysemy of relative verbs and particles whose multi-meanings are caused by our change of focus on their image schemas and meta-
phors. The polysemy of verbs and particles has formed two input spaces respectively, by selective projection between the meanings of
two spaces, the different meanings of phrasal verbs are formed in blending space. In order to illustrate the forming process of polysemy
of phrasal verbs, we take the polysemy of “go up”for example.

Key words: the polysemy of phrasal verbs; image schema; metaphor; conceptual blending





