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The Figure is a moving or conceptually movable
entity whose path, site, or orientation is conceived as a
variable, the particular value of which is the relevant
issue. The Ground is a reference entity, one that has a
stationary setting relative to a reference frame, with re-
spect to which the Figure’ s path, site, or orientation is
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(1)The pen [F] lay on the table [G]. (%
)

(2)The pen [ F] fell off the table [ G]. (V&R
)

(3)Rocks [F] filled the box [G]. (FHiFER)

(4)The river [ F] flowed alongside the mountain
range [G]. (i XR)
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(5)1 want a house [ F] to be behind Susan [ G],
(6)Find the bank [ F]first, then you will find the

clinic [ G]across the street.
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(7)John [ F] is near Mary [ G].

(8)Mary [ F] is near John [ G].

BiA](7) ((8) i = 4 e TR 5T, R AT 5]
PATCAAE B 4, X RGO AETE 75 S h e /b L, vf
JEHME Gt 7E18 AR h P A AN S R T
AT [A]— 37 557 B AN TR1 AR < % 37 5% 1) WL 2% £
JEANIE], VAl I P Js S A [m) | 100 37 2 ) 4 A
FREE AN TR, Ud 30 5 X5 3 ok % R ORI, 4§
O LeJ

= ENBEHR“ES/BETREXL

“HE R/ R BCE AR T RO LA B
23 A] G A , RS R B 1a] 5C & | PR G R M HoAtbAh
FHYBCR G, 7R )b 32 58 0C R0 H il i
Fa) MWARIEA R IR, R AR D0 h 328 A
Sk b s i BB R/ R CE AU

(—) Hihe B/ RIS

P NHETE AR R &tk B rp, WAp i <
A R R BT | B2 IR, i AN R] R R Y
o, BAPRAEE E R A R RS R Wt i
FapEfER, ZELTHIA].

( 9)The window was broken [ F ] after the wind
blew on it [ G].

( 9) “ The wind blew on it before the window was
broken.
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(10)1 dreamt [ F] while T slept[ G] .

(10) * I slept while I dreamt.
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L ) JG RA A Fe R A AT The class began after the bell rang.
PR 2R S ) SR J PR = She was awake when he came.
5 JE ) S [R]85 =4 P[] FRL R LA 2 P He had two affairs while he was married.
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(11) A crimson blush ( F) came over Juliet’ s
face, yet unseen by Romeo ( G) by reason of the
night, when she reflected upon the discovery which she
had made, yet not meaning to make it, of her love to
Romeo.
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Discovery of her love to Romeo —— reflected up-
on the discovery—— a crimson blush —— reason of
the night —— unseen by Romeo
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(12)Knowledge, (F) 1) in any art or science,
being always the fruit of observation, study, or prac-
tice, gives, 2)in proportion to its extend and useful-
ness, the possessor (G) a just claim to respect.
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(13) My government confirmed this in its commu-
nication (F)of 12 May, 1971, in reply to the Secretar-
y-General’ s letter (G) of 25 January, 1971 asking all
Governments for information on measures they taken to
implement the Declaration.
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(14) Engels spoke with the authority and confi-

dence(F), born of forty years’ closest friendship and
intellectual intimacy ( G ), during which he had
grasped, as no other man had, the full significance of
Marx’ s teaching(G).
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Difference in Cognitive Modes from the Patterns of Figure and Ground in English and Chinese

ZHANG Dan
(Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208, China)

Abstract: The study of “Figure” and “Ground” turned from psychology into linguistics in 60’ s of the last century, making
much significance in language study. On the basis of “Figure / Ground” theory, this comparative study is being made between English
and Chinese to find out some difference in our cognitive modes. It can be illustrated that, through study, English presents the principle
of fore Figure, reflecting the “Figure to Ground” mode in cognition, while Chinese presents the principle of post Figure, reflecting the
opposite cognitive mode, that is, “Ground to Figure”.
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