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On the Withdrawal of Kwangchowan Leased Territory

LIU Li-min
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,Beijing 100006 , China)

Abstract: Kwangchowan became French’s leased territory after 1899 because of the unequal treaty. The Chinese people have
made a grim struggle against it. The leased territory was withdrawn after undergoing an experience of a meandering course ,which can be
roughly divided into three stages. China formally put forward the request to recover the concessions in the peace conference of Paris,
but was refused by the Powers. Subsequently, China put forward this request once again in the Washington Conference, the French
promised to return Kwangchowan leased territory to China with supplementary conditions. However, the promise was not carried out.
The withdrawal of Kwangchowan became an unsettled issue. China saw again the rise of the movement recovering the concession during
the period of Nanjing national government. Chinese government also had negotiations with French government,but all to no purpose. The
Second World War provided an opportunity for the withdrawal of Kwangchowan. After this war, China formally took back this leased
territory.

Key words: Kwangchowan; unequal treaties; leased territory





