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On Formal Freedom and Actual Freedom

the Comparison among the Freedom Viewpoints of Tocqueville, Marx, and Raymond Aron

XTAO Gui,LUO Cheng-yi
( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: The division made by Raymond Aron towards the concept of freedom marks humans further understanding of the free-
dom problem. Between the two freedom forms, the formal freedom still covers the factors of Kant’ s speculative free concept which pay
attention to the form legality, while the actual freedom is based on this and give a sublimation and actualization to the problem of free-
dom, and what the contribution of Marx’ s is that he went to the extreme along the direction of actualization, and crystallization pro-
posed by Tocqueville. However, compared to Marx, Raymond Aron shows a clear tendency toward the regression of traditional freedom
views. Compared with Tocqueville, Raymond Aron’ s view of freedom has more realistic consideration, and is not confined to the tradi-
tional philosophy any longer which puts the so-called innate form into the absolute priority status.

Key words: formal freedom; actual freedom; Tocqueville; Marx; Raymond Aron





