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Task Types and the Perception of English Inter-dental Fricatives

SUN Chong
(Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241003, China)

Abstract: This paper investigated the perception of inter-dental fricatives by Chinese students as regards the influence of phonet-
ic experience and language transfer on the processing of the stimuli through three perception tasks, i. e. General Pronunciation Error
Perception Test, Categorical Discrimination Test and Alternative Forced Choice Identification Test. The findings showed that task types
play a significant role in perception, as a meaning-focused input seems to ignore phonetic accuracy while form-focused input tend to
lead to higher scores. It also showed that listeners tend to be more sensitive to voiceless than the voiced counterpart. 12 experience
seems to significantly influence the perception of the voiceless phoneme while the perception of the voiced one appears to be selective
fossilization.

Key words: Inter-dental Fricatives; task types; perception





