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American Novels in Mid-20th Century

JIANG Tian-ping
( University of South China ,Hengyang 421001 , China)

Abstract ;

In the 1950s and 1960s the United States of America has witnessed the sharp cultural transition. Trains of rational

and irrational thoughts have influenced greatly the literature alternately. Madman has constituted one of the important literary phenome-

nons, because of the conflict of the individual and the mainstream of American society, and partly the alienation of humanity by desire.

Fromm thinks that alienation is one of the important factors for mental disorder. The worship obedient to original desires leads to loss of

self. Madness caused by alienation often has done evil, and reflected the authors’ criticism against the cultures and spirits of the times

behind the literary phenomenon. This paper attempts to list all kinds of alienated images, and analyze its performance as well as the

cultural causes.

Key words: alienation; madman;

power;

American novels in mid-20th century





