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The Introspection on the Public “Buying Spree” Caused from the Fukushima Nuclear Accident

LIAO Li, TIAN Yong-quan, WANG Yi-long, HE Xu
( University of South China ,Hengyang 421001 , China)

Abstract ;

March 11, 2011, a huge earthquake and tidal waves in Japan led to dangerous levels of nuclear leakage at Fukushima

nuclear plant,which also caused public*buying spree” in many countries. To investigate the reason of the public panic, we employed

the theories of sociology and psychology, analyzed that the public panic come from Ignorant Panic, Herd Behavior, Primacy Effect,

Stereotype Activation Effect, and the superposition of these effects. In addition, we proposed three measures to the public panic; First,

we should emphasize the safety of nuclear power and establish the positive image of nuclear power;Second, we should emphasize the

popular science of nuclear power so that nuclear power can be accepted in the public; Third, we should enhance the psychological in-

tervention system for nuclear safe emergency and improve the effect of psychological intervention.

Key words: nuclear accident; public*buying spree” ;

investigation





