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(1) Rarely is the question asked: is our children learning?

Florence, South Carolina, Jan 11, 2000
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(2) There is no new accountable measures in Vice President

Gore’ s plan.
——2000 A LG8 v vk LA
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(3) There’ s too many issues left unresolved.
——2000 4F B4 3Tk F LA IS
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(4) The illiterate level of our children are appalling.
Jan 23, 2004, Washington
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(5) You teach a child to read, and he or her will be able to

pass a literacy test.

Townsend, Tennessee, Feb 21, 2001
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(1) They misunderestimated me.

Bentonville, Ark. , Nov 6, 2000
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(2) T refuse to accept your hypnotheoretical arguments.
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(1) And they have no disregard for human life.

July 15, 2008, at the White House. Bush was refer-

ring to enemy fighters in Afghanistan
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(2)Well, T think if you say you’ re going to do something
and don’ t do it, that’s trustworthiness.
Aug 30, 2000, in a CNN online chat
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(1) Our most abundant energy source is coal. We have e-

nough coal to last for 250 years, yet coal also prevents an envi-

ronmental challenge.

——April 20, 2005, in Washington
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(2)1f the tarriers and bariffs are torn down, this economy

will grow.

Jan 7, 2001, New York
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(1) T know the human being and fish can coexist peaceful-

ly.

Sep 2000, explaining his energy policies at an event in
Michigan
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(2) There’ s an old saying in Tennessee—I know it’ s in
Texas, probably in Tennessee—that says, fool me once, shame
on—shame on you. Fool me—you can’t get fooled again.
Sep 17, 2002, in Nashville, Tennessee
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Memetic Analysis of the Language Phenomenon of “Bushisms”

LI Chun-fang
( Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha 410114, China)

Abstract: As to this language phenomenon of “Bushisms”, this paper analyzes the replication and transmission of Bushism and
deviations of Bushisms from the perspective of Linguistic Memes. It concludes that the backward cognitive reasoning process is used
when people recognize the memetic variations of Bushisms. By using this backward cognitive reasoning process, subconsciously people
can recognize wrong forms of memetic variations of Bushisms in grammar, vocabulary, semantics, and pronunciation and syntax. And
then people can be tolerant toward President Bush when firstly surprised, then convulsed with laughter. Maybe this is also the deep rea-
sons revealed why the word Bushism can become a successful linguistic meme.

Key words: Bushism; memetic variations of Bushisms; successful linguistic meme; backward cognitive reasoning process





