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A Contrastive Analysis of the Collocation
“Demonstrative + Time Nouns” in English and Chinese

CHEN Hui
( Zhejiang Agriculture & Forestry University Lin an 311300 China)

Abstract:  Time phrases can be formed through the collocation of demonstratives and time nouns both in English and Chinese.
But the collocating ways and semantic meanings of the phrases in the two languages differ in some interesting aspects. Based upon the

” and the Chinese expression “zhe/zhexie + shijian mingci” this

investigation of the English expression “this/these + time nouns”
paper first describes the disparities of collocational conventions and semantic meanings of time phrases in English and Chinese and
points out that some specific time nouns in the two languages do not correspond and that differences of vagueness and accuracy in se—
mantic meaning also exist. Then from the perspective of modes of thinking this paper provides an account of the relevant differences.
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