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On Discussion of English Translation of “Regional Songs from the Book of Poetry”
and Rendering of the Chinese Cultural Images

LIANG Gao-yan
( Taiyuan University of Science and Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China)

Abstract:  The present paper carried out a detailed research on the plant names, their correspondent translation and their occur—
rence in Regional Songs from the Book of Poetry. The English Version translated by Wang Rongpei and Pan Zhidan were the target of a—
nalysis. The English translations of the plants in this version were analyzed from the perspective of critical interpretation of ancient
texts, literal texts and the study of “objects and their functions” . The aim of the paper is to clarify the English translation of the plant
names and their rendering of the Chinese cultural images, hopefully it boasts traces of implactions for translation of Chinese classic

works. First, it is concluded that there were around 79 kinds of plants mentioned in it, among which four were found to be mistransla—

ted. They are “/& . “& . “&"# “#A”. In addition better version of English translation not only in terms of the proper names of
the plants ,but also their correspondent Chinese cultural images were discussed and offered. Then the reasons for such mistranslation
were analyzed and the importance of the rendering Chinese cultural images were touched. What” s more, three suggestions were pro—
posed for better study and rendering the Book of Poetry and other Classical Chinese literature works.

Key words: Regional Songs from the Book of Poetry;  Plant Cultrual Images;  Translation of Classical Chinese Works



