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Beauty is but a vain and doubtful good;

A shining gloss that vadeth suddenly;

A flower that dies when first it begins to bud;

A brittle glass that’ s broken present:--
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Metonymy is a figure of speech in which the name of one

I

thing is used in place of that of another associated with or sug-
gested by it. ( Webster’ s New World College Dictionary 1997
854)
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(3)1 fear, the Crown of Rule, the Scales of Trade, the
Cross of Faith. (from The Peaceful Shepherd, by Robert Frost)
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(4) Have you ever read Jack London? ( A ZAR$E1ES)

(5) Sometimes the pen may be mightier than the sword.
(BRIEA)

(6)She has a good ear for music. (Z§EIBES)
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(7) They were short of hands. (AF{LA)

(8) He could hardly earn his everyday bread. ( LLEf{t
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(9) A litde learning is a dangerous thing; Drink deep, or
taste not Pieria spring. (from A. Pope) (FE#MIEFH X E
R )
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(12) Soft music like a perfume and sweet light. Golden
with audible odours exquisite, Swathe me with cerements for e-
ternity. (U735 S ABE BN RHR LA )
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Metaphor and Metonymy

—— two footstones of cognition

ZHANG Dan
( Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208 ,China)

Abstract ;

human mind and cognition. Metaphor and metonymy, with great cognitive functions, are two important cognitive approaches rather than

The present paper starts from the cognitive linguistics, probing into the inseparable relationship among the language,

single language phenomena. Metaphor takes similarity as its base, while metonymy depends on contiguity in human mind, so metonymy
is not a kind of metaphor as some scholars supposed it to be. Metaphor and metonymy can be assumed as two footstones of human cog-
nition, and should stand as two independent approaches to share the equal importance and power in human cognition.
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