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“Agrarian M yth” and Am erican PopulistM ovem ent

OU Y ang— hui
(H unan Nommal Uniersity, Changsha 410006 Chna)

Abstract The American PopulstM ovem ent bok p hce beween 1870s and 1900s lis mamn participants and advocates w ere
famers especially the famers from the M d— west of he United States The mam stages of this movement nclded the Granges
Famers’ A llances and the People’ s Party One of the roots of thism ovan entw as the gradual disappearing of the traditbnal Am erican
“ Agrarian M yth”. In contrast to the rap d devebpment of industry and economy i the hte 1880s the social status ofm ost Am erican
fam ers becan e ncreas ngly lover which seem ed contrary to their once hich socialpositbn in the past agrarian age Famer thus mob+
lzed politically and called Hra retum to hem ore humane m ore egalitarian political and sochlorder in the past To achieve this goal
populim demanded a larger role of the Federal govenm ent for the regu htion of econan icmonopoly and n aid of he peopk mn the bwer
socil ladder
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