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Reasons of Generating Humor in Conversation and its Understanding

YUAN Yan - ling, GE Ling — ling
( University of South China , Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: This paper, from the point of the speaker itself, discusses three reasons of generating humor in conversation, such as distort-
ing, misleading and misunderstanding. It provides a new angle for the research of generating humor. Based upon the theories of humor mecha-
nism, the author discusses how to apply Relevance Theory to explain the understanding of humor through examples. Such discussion will help
us understand and master the English language better, and improve our linguistic competence and communicative competence .

Key words: conversational humor; distorting; misleading; misunderstanding;  Relevance Theory
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Madness: Childness of Catching the Banana - fish
—Salinger’ s Madman

JIANG Tian - ping
( University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract:  One of the themes of 1950’ s—1960’ s American literature characterizes madness. The characters with neurosis in Salinger’
s works who attempt to pursue the expression of the self and break away of alienation are represented as madman, which reveals the reality of
alienation resulted from the totalitarian domination and science and technology development. This paper attempts to give an analysis to images
of madman and explore the social background of madness from the angle of power theory and psychology.

Key words: madness; Salinger; power; self
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