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The Legal System for the Circulation of the Electronic Bill of Lading

WU Ren - jian

( China University of Political Science and Law, Beifing 100088, China)

Abstract: The development of electronic information technology and the practical problems of the bill of lading (B/L) give rise to the

chance for the application of the electronic bill of lading (EBL) . The practical circulation of the EBL needs certain conditions: functional equiv-
alent and the exertion of its superiority. It’s the legal premise of the EBL’s circulation to confirm that the EBL has the equivalent function of
paper B/L. And the EBL’s exertion of superiority lies on whether the circulating system itself is reasonable. By comparing to the B/L’s circu-
lating system and reviewing that in the past and present EBL practice, the writer considers that it should set up the EBL’ s legal cireulating sys-
tem consisting of a third ~ party registry system, information transmitting system and identity authenticating system.

Key words: paper bill of lading(B/L);

electronic hill of lading(EBL) ;

functional equivalent; circulate
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